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Bishop Slattery blesses the grounds of the Porta Caeli House.

Ground broken for Porta Caeli House

Pastor Father Josh Litwack points out some of the damaged stucco
on the exterior walls of St. Anthony of Padua in Okmulgee. (Photo by
Paul Orosco)

On May 7, about 200 benefactors, board members, Catholic
Charities staff and invited guests attended a groundbreaking and
blessing ceremony at the site of the Porta Caeli House, just west of
the Catholic Charities of Tulsa campus at 2450 N. Harvard Ave.
Porta Caeli is Latin for “Gate of Heaven” and the mission of this new
residence is “to extend Christ’s love to those in need through compassionate end-of-life care, when dying at home is not an option.” The
community-supported home will provide loving, 24-hour care in individual rooms, meals and personal care all free of charge. Porta Caeli
House will not be a licensed medical facility, nursing home or hospice
program. Porta Caeli House will feature a home-like environment for
up to 400 guests per year, 12 private guest rooms, kitchen, chapel
and family gathering area. Built on donated land, the project is funded
by the proceeds from the sale of the former St. Joseph Residence
and the generous support of many individuals and organizations.
Completion of the project is expected for mid-2016.
For more information about Porta Caeli House and the critical
need for support of the dying and their families in Tulsa, visit
www.portacaeli.org.

St. Anthony restoration continues

CFEO initiates a charitable gift annuity program

Unfortunately, statistics show that approximately seven out of
10 people do not have a will or
any other form of estate planning.
Dying without a will is costly. It
results in the law specifying how
your estate is distributed, results in
the court selecting a guardian and
administrator and makes no provisions for charitable contributions.
By having estate planning in place,
one can control the resolution of
their estate in a manner consistent
with helping those family members, friends and charities that are
important to them.
For more information about the
gift annuity program or about estate
planning, contact Suzanne Pisaturo,
DDF director, at 918.307.4921 or
Suzanne.Pisaturo@dioceseoftulsa.
org.

The Catholic Foundation of Eastern Oklahoma, Inc. (CFEO) is
excited to announce that it has entered into an agreement with
Catholic Extension for the management of a charitable gift annuity
program benefitting the Catholic Church in Eastern Oklahoma.
“Catholic Extension has been issuing gift annuities for 100 years
and in 2013 they decided to share their expertise by creating a
program that pools annuity contracts from dioceses across the
United States. This program provides our donors with the opportunity to assist in the works of the local Church, whether it
be through the CFEO, the Diocese of Tulsa, Catholic Charities, a
particular parish or school or any other local Catholic entity,” said
Philip Creider, CFEO treasurer-secretary.
A charitable gift annuity is an excellent option to consider in estate planning. In exchange for a gift of cash or appreciated marketable securities, the annuity pays the donor, spouse or other designated beneficiary a guaranteed annual income for life. The donor
has the satisfaction of making a charitable gift while receiving both
an annual income stream and tax benefits. Upon the death of the
beneficiary, the remainder of the gift is distributed to the charity.
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The final phase of a two-year restoration project at St. Anthony
of Padua in Okmulgee is under way. The project began in 2013 with
repairs to the rectory and church offices. Stained-glass window restoration was completed last year and, this summer, the church and
rectory will receive new roofing, rain guttering and stucco work.
“This phase is a comprehensive renewal of the outside of the
church and is much needed,” said Father Josh Litwack, pastor of
St. Anthony. “You have to keep God’s house safe and secure.”
Time had taken its toll on the outside of the church, consecrated
in 1925, and a leaky roof had caused considerable damage to the
interior. Father Litwack said he believes the last major restoration
project was more than 10 years ago.
The project is funded by private and parishioner donations, as
well as endowments from the estates of two parishioners.
“When it’s all complete this fall, St. Anthony’s classic beauty will
be restored and she will once again be the revealed jewel she has
been all along,” said Father Litwack.

