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Fatalism or faith:  
There is always a choice

 

Now that some days have passed since the November meeting 
of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 

in Baltimore, I want to share some of my personal thoughts on our 
deliberations and what I think it means for the Church going forward. 
I believe that the work of the bishops and the issue of clerical abuse is 
unfolding between the two poles of fatalism and faith. 

The fatalism was aptly represented by one of the many emails that 
came to me during the week of the bishop’s meeting. It read: 

“Proud of yourself and the papacy? Did fine work this week.  
God ____ you all. Resign.”

I will admit that I do not blame my 
fatalistic brother. Depending on what he 
was reading about the meeting, given that 
so much of the reporting on the meeting 
was abysmally wrong, he might well have 
been feeling discouraged. It is certainly 
understandable.

But for me and for the bishops gathered 
in Baltimore, indeed for every disciple 
of Jesus Christ, fatalism is not an option. 
Jesus said, “Follow me, and I will make 
you fishers of men.” (Mt 4:19) That was 
the invitation. There was no clause in it 
about resigning. There was no fine print. 
Faith is the only path forward for all of 
the faithful. 

And that faith was aptly represented 
to me on the first day of the meeting in 
a quotation that Archbishop Christophe 
Pierre shared with us during his opening 
statement. He quoted the French author 
Georges Bernanos who once wrote:

“Whoever pretends to reform the 
church with ... the same means used 
to reform temporal society- not only 
will he fail in his undertaking, but he 
will infallibly end by finding himself 
outside the church. I say that he finds 
himself outside the church before 
anyone has gone to the trouble of ex-
cluding him or her. I say that it is he 
himself who excludes himself from 
her by a tragic fatalism. ... The only 
way of reforming the church is to suf-
fer for her. The only way of reforming 

the visible church is to suffer for the 
invisible church. The only way of 
reforming the vices of the church is 
to lavish on her the example of one’s 
own most heroic virtues.”
This path of faith is not faith in the 

bishops or in their piety or in ourselves, 
but in the Lord Jesus Christ who prom-
ised that the gates of hell would not pre-
vail against His Church. And can anyone 
doubt that the clerical abuse of the faith-
ful is from hell? It is tragic. The people of 
God, including the bishops, in union with 
the pope, placing our faith in the Lord 
who will not abandon His Church, will 
work together to stop this latest, diaboli-
cal attack against the Church. 

Personally, I can say that I was sur-
prised and inspired by what unfolded 
during that week of prayer and delibera-
tion with the bishops. 

I was surprised because many people, 
including I think most of us bishops, 
imagined, and even demanded, that we 
would gather together, debate a clear set 
of proposals, vote unanimously to pass 
them, and then the problem would be 
solved. After all, this is how we solve oth-
er problems in our “temporal society.” But 
then, that is not what happened. 

What happened is that we first received 
a message from the Holy See that served 
to remind us we are part of the universal 
Church facing a global attack that will 
require a united solution. Still, in the 

United States, we came to a consensus 
about how we need to root out abuse in 
the Church. 

•  We need to emphasize chastity for 
everyone in the Church, no matter 
their vocation or station in life. 

•  We need clear and confidential ways 
to report abuse, no matter who perpe-
trates it, from the laity to the bishops. 

•  We need specific ways to investigate 
and eliminate abuse by bishops and 
hold them accountable for any failure 
to properly deal with abuse. 

•  We need to utilize the gifts of the 
laity, particularly in the areas of in-
vestigation, accountability and trans-
parency when dealing with abuse 
anywhere in the Church by anyone  
in the Church. 

What the Holy See desires is that when 
we meet in February, we can bring these 
proposed solutions to a meeting of the 
presidents of all the bishops’ conferences 
from around world so that together, as the 
whole Church, we can offer an effective 
response to this crisis for the sake of 
Christ and His people. 

The other thing that surprised me was 
the complexity of the proposals that we 
were going to consider for a vote. As we 
began to debate those proposals, wanting 
to make sure that they would be effective 
and able to be implemented, we discov-
ered that they needed more consider-
ation. This made sense, because until the 
November meeting, these proposals and 
how they would be implemented and 
integrated into the life of the Church had 
not been tested against the experience 
and insight of the bishops gathered. 

On one hand, we wanted to show 
resolve, but found it frustrating that the 
proposals still needed to be refined in or-
der to be effective. On the other hand, we 
knew that it would have been ineffective 
to vote on something that was not able to 
display our resolve to address the crisis. 

Regardless of our frustrations, I was 
inspired by the people and events of this 
meeting. We spent the first day in prayer 
before the Blessed Sacrament. During 
that time of prayer we heard from two 
survivors of abuse who, after all they had 
endured, spoke of faith, not fatalism. The 
strength of their witness to the healing 
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power of Jesus Christ was inspiring. 
We also heard from a victim assistance 

coordinator from the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles who encouraged us to make the 
victims of abuse the center of our concern 
and prayer in this whole issue.

In the long discussions with all the 
bishops some common themes emerged 
that inspired me:

•  There is an urgency among the bish-
ops and the faithful to bring an end to 
clergy sexual abuse and to bring heal-
ing to victims, especially those victims 
who have never come forward. 

•   There is a need for transparency in 
dioceses so that the faithful can know 
that abuse is rare and that when it 
happens it is treated as the crime that 
it is. This transparency will also allow 
the faithful, as we move forward, to 
be assured that there are no ministers 
serving who are guilty of abuse. 

•  The lay faithful want to and will play 
a key role in ending the crisis of 
abuse in the Church. 

•  Understanding and reforming what/
who went wrong in allowing Arch-
bishop McCarrick to assume key po-
sitions in the Church, even though he 
was known to have committed abuse, 
will go a long way in restoring trust in 
the procedures that govern the selec-
tion and movement of bishops. 

The next steps involving the USCCB in 
this journey will involve a task force that 
will take the fruit of the many interven-
tions that were made during the meeting 
and use them to sharpen and improve 
the specific proposals that we want to 
implement in the Church in the United 
States. We will suggest these proposals to 
the rest of the world during the meeting 
of the presidents of episcopal conferences 
in February. 

A key point going forward is to un-
derstand that we already have what we 
need to protect children and vulnerable 
adults in our Church. We are not simply 
waiting until February, or any future time 
or event, to make the Church safe in all 
activities within our diocese. 

The Diocese of Tulsa and Eastern Okla-
homa is now and will always remain in 
full compliance with the Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People. 

This means that we know who our min-
isters, teachers, catechists and volunteers 
are and that there are no problems in 
their background that would preclude 
them from ministry. 

We are currently engaged in a complete 
and thorough review of our clergy files by 
an independent law firm. When finished, 
we will release a report on its findings 
with regard to abuse in the past. In this 
way, victims who may have been suffering 
alone and in the shadows might be en-
couraged to come forward, so we can help 
them on the path of healing and recovery. 
Also, the faithful can have full confidence 
that no one who has committed the crime 
of abuse against minors in the past is still 
in ministry. We hope to release the final 
report in early 2019.

We employ stringent screening of our 
seminarian candidates so that we can 
know that they are men who are happy 
and healthy in their masculinity and able 
to grow in holiness and grace through 
their seminary formation. 

This past year, we hired Donna Eurich 
as our full-time director of the Office of 
Child and Youth Protection. She assists 
parishes and other entities in the diocese to 
maintain full compliance with the charter. 
My first act as a bishop was to sign the 
updated Policies and Procedures for the 
Protection of Children and Young People 
for our diocese and I remain personally 
committed to the implementation of the 
Charter as a means to keep our diocese 
safe. Our policies can be found by visiting 
our website, www.dioceseoftulsa.org, and 
clicking on the Child and Youth Protec-
tion link on the homepage.

I remain committed to visiting every 
parish at least once a year so that I can speak 
with you and answer any questions you 
may have. 

We have in place, and will continue to 
develop, multiple ways for the faithful to 
report any suspicions of abuse, including 
any allegations against me, the bishop. 

•  If you know of a child in imminent 
danger call 911.

•  You can also report abuse through the 
Oklahoma DHS Abuse and Neglect 
Hotline at 1.800.522.3511.

•  You can also report any con-
cerns at the diocesan chancery at 
918.294.1904.

•  If you prefer to make a report by 
leaving a message, you can call 
the Pastoral Response Hotline at 
918.307.4970.

•  If you have an allegation to make 
against me, you can call any of the 
above numbers or Archbishop Coak-
ley at the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City at 405.720.9878.

We have an active and effective dioce-
san Review Board staffed by lay persons 
and clergy who bring expertise and gifts 
in the areas of parish and school admin-
istration, law, investigation, social work, 
medicine, and other fields. We have a vic-
tim assistance coordinator ready to assist 
anyone who is a victim of clergy abuse 
with counseling and healing. 

And finally, we have all of you – the 
faithful who are trained and committed to 
bring an end to this scourge of abuse in 
the Church. Your prayers, support, vigi-
lance and virtue will make the difference. 

We believe and confess that the Church 
is a mission and this mission is the 
mission of Jesus Christ. It is a mission of 
redemption and salvation from sin, death 
and hell. There is nothing more import-
ant than the mission of Christ.

We also believe and confess that the 
Church is a body, the mystical body of  
Jesus Christ. He is the head of His Church 
and neither He nor we will tolerate 
anyone in ministry who commits abuse 
against minors or vulnerable adults. It is 
completely contrary to His mission. By 
God’s grace and our prayer and commit-
ment to holiness and accountability, we 
will bring healing to victims and restore 
the holiness that belongs to the Church so 
that we can continue with the mission of 
preaching Jesus Christ to a world in need 
of the Savior. 
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