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March 18, 2020 
Commemoration of St. Cyril of Jerusalem 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Peace be with you. 

As the Church reminds us, "The joy and hope, the grief and anguish of the men of our time, 
especially of those who are poor or afflicted in any way, are the joy and hope, the grief and anguish 
of the followers of Christ as well. Nothing that is genuinely human fails to find an echo in their 
hearts. For theirs is a community composed of men and women who, united in Christ and guided 
by the Holy Spirit, press onwards towards lhe kingdom of the Father and are bearers of a message 
of salvation intended for all persons. That is why Christians cherish a feeling of deep solidarity 
with the human race and its history." (Gaudium et Spes, N. 1) 

The history of our time involves all of us in a worldwide effort to slow the spread of a 
dangerous pandemic. Reluctantly and out of a great concern for those who are most vulnerable to 
this new coronavirus and after prayer and consultation with the Presbyteral Council, I am 
suspending all public Masses and liturgies throughout the Diocese of Tulsa beginning Friday, 
March 20, 2020 until Wednesday April 8, 2020. Thursday, March 19th

, is the Solemnity of St. 
Joseph. Throughout the Diocese, we will dedicate our faith communities and concerns to his 
paternal care and intercession during this troubled time. 

I am instructing the priests to celebrate Mass every day privately for the intentions of the 
faithful. The faithful of the Diocese are now dispensed from their Sunday Mass obligation during 
this time of trial. In order to ensure the spiritual enrichment of the people of God, I offer these 
directives: 

I. Priests will be expected to celebrate daily and Sunday Masses only with the assistance of a
deacon or server as necessary. No private Masses will be celebrated in homes.

2. Only the Vicars Forane will be present for the Chrism Mass. They will bring the oils back to
the parishes of their vicariate. The Chrism Mass will be live-streamed.

3. Communal penance services will be canceled, but the Sacrament of Penance will continue to
be celebrated. Pastors will need to make new arrangements to ensure a six-foot distance
between them and the penitents. This expectation also applies for those waiting in line.

4. During this absence from personal presence in the Mass, the laity and religious are invited to
cultivate their spiritual lives through the Liturgy of the Hours, meditation on the Holy
Scriptures, prayers, praying with a televised or streamed broadcasting of the Mass, and the
practice of other devotions keeping in their hearts the intentions of the Church, especially for
the sick and the vulnerable.
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