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April 17, 2020 

Friday in the Octave of Easter 

 

  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

  

Christ is risen! I wish all the People of God in Eastern Oklahoma to know that you are on my heart and in my prayers. 

I know these last few weeks have been challenging. We have faced extraordinary circumstances and had to face them 

without the spiritual consolation of being present with each other at Mass. Yet, God is good and his grace shines 

through whatever darkness we face. In this difficult time, I want to express my gratitude. 

  

Thank you to all the parents striving to make things as normal as possible for your children in these unusual times. I 

am in debt for all your efforts to fashion your home into a domestic church where you and your children can experience 

the peace and grace of Jesus Christ. I wish to express my gratitude toward our priests and deacons who have adapted 

to these new challenges and offered the Christian Faithful various digital opportunities to connect and practice their 

Catholic faith. Thank you to all the parishioners who have been so understanding and especially to those who have 

organized displays of love and support for their pastors. 

  

I want to extend a personal thank you to all of our Catholic school personnel who have been working tirelessly to 

support the children entrusted into their care. Your love for your students and for their families is evident and 

demonstrates your willingness to lead by example. 

  

Finally, I must express on behalf of the Church in Eastern Oklahoma our appreciation and inexhaustible gratitude 

toward our healthcare professionals and government officials who are working endless hours to care for the vulnerable 
and for our overall community. I know that among their number and among all Oklahomans there are many unsung 

heroes whose good deeds are only known to God. I pray they find solace in this fact, and that He continues to give 

them the grace to continue their good work. 

  

Originally, we hoped to begin again the public celebration of the Mass on the 24th of April, but as things stand, we 

will have to be patient a little longer.  I cannot say when but hope that it will be soon.  Until then, pastors will need to 

continue as we are, celebrating Mass each day for the people and wherever possible, streaming these Masses and other 

devotional exercises for the people.  It pains me to have to do this, but I do it voluntarily in order to work alongside 

our governments and health care agencies for the good of the community. 

  

While many things may be uncertain, our love for one another and for God provides us an unshakable foundation. It 

is upon this love that we co-labor with the Lord and will continue, despite the challenges, to build up the Kingdom of 

God in Eastern Oklahoma. 

  

Sincerely in Christ, 

  

  

  

Most Rev. David A. Konderla 

Bishop of the Diocese of Tulsa & Eastern Oklahoma 

  

  

     

Harrison H. Garlick 

Chancellor & In-House Counsel 


